The story of John Steele
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John in front of the church
during one visit in Sainte-Mère-Eglise.

If you want to know more about this American paratrooper who became the symbol of
Sainte-Mère-Eglise during the D-Day, you should read the following article:

On the night of 5th to 6th June 1944,
during the invasion of the US troops in the
Sainte-Mère-Eglise area, John Steele was
wounded by a shrapnell. He couldn’t steer
his parachute any longer and landed on
the church steeple at about 1.00 a.m. John
Steele dangled from the church steeple and
tried to free himself as the fighting continued
all around the church. He hanged by his
parachute on the steeple for 2 hours and
the German soldiers posted in the steeple
for observation helped him and made him
prisoner. He escaped a short while after.

In December 1944, he took part in the Battle
of the Bulge in the Ardennes area (in Belgium).
In April 1945, he arrived in the Frankfurt area
of Germany where he participated in the Elbe
River Crossing and stayed there until the WWII
hostilities were over. Then he returned to his
base and training camp area, reassigned
to the 17th Airborne Division and travelled to
Marseille in France, to returned to the USA
by ship and was discharged from military
service in September 1945.
After a few years, John Steele returned several
times to Sainte-Mère-Eglise for anniversary
liberation. He died of cancer on May 16th 1969,
at the age of 57, in his small town in North
Carolina. He wished he had been buried
in Normandy… but this was unfortunately
never realized.
This action in Sainte-Mère-Eglise is told in the
movie “the longest day”.

Learn more
Airborne Museum (Sainte-Mère-Eglise) 02 33 41 41 35 or www.airborne-museum.org
Open sky Museum (50 km-GPS guided tour) information at Tourist Office of Sainte-Mère-Eglise
The historical tour of the town on request to Tourist Office of Sainte-Mère-Eglise
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After a few weeks, units of the 505th Combat
team invaded Sicily on the night of July
9, 1943. John broke his left leg and was sent
to hospital in North Africa. When he returned
to Italy in September 1943, he fought from
Salerno to Naples and then left the country
to reach the British Isles in November 1943.

In September 1944, he was parachuted in to
the Ninejen area of Holland and participated
in the liberation of that city.
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John M. Steele was born in Metropolis, state
of Illinois (USA) on November 29th 1912.
At the dawn of World War II, John
volunteered his services to the Allies, as a
paratrooper. Assigned to the 82nd Airborne
Division, Company F, 505th Parachute Infantry
Regiment, he arrived in North Africa in
May 1943.

